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rid of the other, and the books always win, so my shoe collection
has dwindled.
Before I went to nursing school one of my undergrad degrees
was in history, and I focused on Civil War America. That led me
to spend the next decade reading up on the American slave experience and how we haven’t really reconciled our past, which has
led to an incomplete Civil Rights era. We have so much left to
do in the fight for racial justice. Some of the books which really
left me affected include Negroland by Margo Jefferson, Go Set
a Watchman by Harper Lee, Black Like Me by Howard Griffin,
Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi, and Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl
by Harriet Ann Jacobs.
Another favorite category over the last decade for me have been
books set during the World War II and Holocaust era. As a child
and teen I read many, many Holocaust memoirs and that left me

Finally my top books include The Scarlet Pimpernel by Emmuska
Orczy, A Little Life by Hanya Yanagihara, Bel Canto by Ann
Patchett, Death Be Not Proud by John Gunther, The Elegance of the
Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery, The Casual Vacancy by J.K. Rowling,
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amos Towles, The Guernsey Literary
and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer, and The Count
of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas has been a favorite since I
was very young.
As an oncology nurse practitioner who does a lot of palliative
and end of life care, the books that have helped me most are The
End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe, Man’s Search for
Meaning by Viktor Frankl, Gift From the Sea by Anne Morrow
Lindbergh (which should be mandatory reading for every woman),
This is My God by Herman Wouk, and The Most Good You Can Do
by Peter Singer.
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images have never been presented in public before.
The Hellenic American
Project seeks to expand Greek
American Studies, which
has traditionally focused on
the immigration of Greek
Orthodox peoples to the
U.S., to include communities
such as the Romaniote Jews,
whose history and culture are
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Dr. Samuel Gruber says, “The
Queens College Special
largely unknown Romaniote
Collections and Archives
Jews are a living link with
ancient Judaism of the Hellenistic period, which formed the matrix
out of which Christianity was born and developed and from which
came great rabbis and scholars who influenced Jewish life, including R. Tobias ben Eliezer, R. Moses Kapsali and Shemarya Ikriti.”
Romaniotes have their own language - a dialect of Greek that combines words and phrases from Hebrew and Turkish - which is only
spoken by the older generation. Tragically, in Ioannina, of the 1,960
Jews deported to Auschwitz by the Germans during World War II,
only 110 survived.

V

incent Giordano was a photographer and filmmaker dedicated to finding and recording the unique, collective memories of families and communities. From 1999 until his
untimely death in 2010, he documented the places, people and
events of New York’s Romaniote Jewish Community, centered
at Kehila Kedosha Janina on Broome Street in Manhattan, and
their city of origin, Ioannina, Greece. Giordano intended to make
a full length documentary on the subject titled Before the Flame
Goes Out; sadly, he passed away before his project was complete.
In 2019 Hilda Giordano donated the archive of Vincent’s
work to Queens College, where it is a major part of the Hellenic
American Project and is preserved as part of the Benjamin S.
Rosenthal Library’s Special Collections and Archives. Due to
COVID-19 restrictions, the physical collection has not yet been
processed. Fortunately, we were able to use a selection of scans of
Giordano’s prints and negatives to create a new online exhibition
Romaniote Memories, a Jewish Journey from Ioannina, Greece
to Manhattan: Photographs by Vincent Giordano. Many of these
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Seth Kofinas Bar Mitzvah in NYC Photo credit: Vincent
Giordano, Queens College Special Collections and Archives

The exhibition, powered by the open source software Scalar,
features over 100 photographs presented in thematic sections, or
digital paths. Each path begins with a scholarly introduction, followed by galleries of images which are titled, captioned, and tagged
with metadata. The initial paths focus on the Kehila Kedosha
Janina Synagogue on the Lower East Side of New York City, while
the latter focus on the Kahal Kadosh Yashan Synagogue in the city
of Ioannina, in Northern Greece. The images beautifully showcase
the art, architecture, religious rites, and still vibrant culture of these
congregations. In addition to the buildings and sacred objects
housed within, Giordano captured the joyous Bar Mitzvah of
Seth Kofinas in June 2007 in New York City, and the observance
of the High Holidays in Ioannina, Greece, in 2006. Glossary and
resource pages help facilitate use of the exhibition for pedagogical purposes. The content was curated by Dr. Samuel Gruber,
President of the International Survey of Jewish Monuments , and
the site was designed by Annie Tummino, Head of Queens College
Special Collections and Archives.
The items featured in the exhibition represent only a small fraction of the total Giordano collection. This coming year, the Center
for Jewish Studies will fund opportunities for graduate students to
fully process and catalog the materials, which will be made available online through the Benjamin Rosenthal Library’s partnership
with JSTOR Open Community Collections. Additionally, the
Hellenic American Project provides research data and oral histories which further contextualize the experience of Romaniote
Jews living in New York and the United States, and their ethnic
and religious identities.
Annie Tummino is Head of Special Collections and Archives
at Queens College’s Benjamin S. Rosenthal Library. Dr. Nicholas
Alexiou is Professor of Sociology and Founder and Director of
the Hellenic American Project at Queens College.
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